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PEDESTRIAN SAFETY CONCERNS — COLLIER AVENUE AND AMELIA STREET, BALCATTA 

Statement 
HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.55 pm]: Members will recollect my previous explanations to the 
house about my concern for the safety of pedestrians affected by a serious disability using Collier Avenue and 
Amelia Street to access Primewest Northlands Shopping Centre in Balcatta. Members might recollect that I was 
very concerned that approaching the intersection at Collier Avenue and Amelia Street people in wheelchairs and 
other mobility aids were inclined to use the road rather than the existing path on the eastern side of Collier 
Avenue. The path on the eastern side of Collier Avenue immediately adjoins the boundary fences, often brick, of 
the houses on that street, which was a potential hazard to pedestrians. Also there was a visibility problem both 
for pedestrians using Collier Avenue to see vehicles passing brick fences and for drivers to see pedestrians 
approaching. The habit had developed for people in wheelchairs and similar mobility aids to use the road rather 
than the only path that was available then on the eastern side of Collier Avenue. I was very pleased to report 
earlier in the year that the City of Stirling was planning to install a path on the western side. 

The very good news is that over the days of 19 and 20 October that path was installed. It runs along the side of 
the road rather than along the front fences of the houses on the western side of Collier Avenue, and in that way 
addresses the safety concern in the way that I had anticipated. People using wheelchairs and other mobility aids 
are now using that path rather than the street. It has greatly enhanced the safety of the people concerned, and I 
am very pleased to acknowledge the hard work of everybody who made that possible. 

I mention in particular Councillor Peter Rose, who represents the Hamersley ward that includes the streets in 
question; Mr Geoff Eves, the director of infrastructure management with the City of Stirling; and Mr Jon Offer, 
the special projects and support engineer for engineering design and urban design with the City of Stirling. They 
have actually delivered in concrete a sensible and important partial solution to the safety problem for people with 
disabilities using those two streets to access the shopping centre. The next remaining important task is the 
installation of pedestrian lights at the main point where people cross Amelia Street to and from the shopping 
centre. I am therefore looking forward to progress on that. However, it was important to report the success that 
has been achieved to date. I am delighted to see, from the evidence available to me and my staff, Mrs Jane 
Saunders and Dr John Crouch, that the people who were previously using the road are now using the path. Even 
those who we expected were the most reluctant to give up their habit of using the road are now using this new 
path; it has therefore been very successful. Jane, John and I are also very pleased to hear the very positive 
comments from people using the new path and, again, I am very grateful to the three gentlemen I mentioned 
from the City of Stirling and everybody involved in making this important improvement possible. 
 


